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Dear Oliver,
 
I am writing on behalf of Chippenham Town FC which is an “elite” Step 6 National
League South club whom I also support.
 
The Club is extremely concerned about both the immediate financial impact and its
long-term sustainability at the prospect of having to play its matches behind closed
doors when the season commences on 3 October 2020. I know the National League
Chairman, Brian Barwick, has written to you about this matter on behalf of all its
member clubs.
 
Since the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic, the National League has closely adhered to
Government policy and fully recognises the overwhelming necessity to protect
people's health and well-being at football grounds. Chippenham Town FC itself has
invested a great deal of effort in preparing for the return of spectators to its stadium
both in terms of the physical aspects aimed at ensuring its ground is as safe as
possible for all visitors and in producing associated risk assessments and visitor
guidance.
 
National League clubs have experienced a long period of inactivity and without match
day income and/or further assistance such as the furlough scheme, clubs are very
likely to experience severe financial hardship. Worse, some may not be able to survive
if they cannot be allowed spectators over a sustained period. In aggregate, National
League clubs attract attendances of over 2,000,000 fans per season and expend close
to £100 million per annum on club running costs. To commence the 2020/21 season,
it is imperative that fans can be readmitted to stadiums as match day income is the
largest source of revenue netting over £3m per month across 67 clubs.
 
In common with other member clubs, Chippenham Town FC has implemented the
Government's elite sport protocols and the Sports Ground Safety Authority's
guidelines by calculating a new stadium capacity that maintains 1m plus social
distancing between supporters in all areas of the ground. Failure of Government to
provide a credible pathway for the return of fans would have catastrophic
consequences not just for many football clubs but also their local communities.
 
 



Many clubs at this level of football have a long and proud history have been and have
a very loyal following amongst their supporter base. With the necessary precautions
in place, I urge you to consider allowing the immediate return of football spectators
into football grounds. This is a vital and necessary step if clubs at this level,
Chippenham Town FC among them, are to survive.
 
I look forward to hearing from you.
 
Yours sincerely,

Michelle Donelan MP
Member of Parliament for the Chippenham Constituency
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